Term 3, 2020

The Montessori environment promotes independence,
freedom and happiness through understanding and respect
An International Baccalaureate School
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The school was founded by Mrs W M Duyker de Vries in 1962.
The Montessori School is the longest running Montessori School in Western Australia.
The Montessori School fully endorses the A.M.I Objectives:
Article 3: The objective of the Association is to propagate, maintain and further the rights of
the Child in Society.
The Council of the Montessori School:
Dr Maria Montessori

Dr
Maria
Montessori
(1870—1952) was Italy’s
first
female
medical
graduate,
distinguishing
herself by securing an
honours double degree as a
Doctor of Surgery. She
also had an intense,
passionate interest in the
development of young
children.
In 1907 Dr Montessori
opened the first institute
for children below the age
of six, which she called
Casa
del
Bambini
(Children’s House). Dr
Montessori’s
two
pioneering books, The
Montessori Method (1909)
and
The
Advanced
Montessori Method (1917),
closely link her educational
theories with her basic
philosophical ideas.
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Hannah Zhang — Treasurer
Celine Royet—Secretary

Rob Carruthers
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Julie Gravel
Jarrod Burns
Alex Zavros
Laila Miller

Council Meetings:
Parents may attend any Council Meeting. They are generally held on the forth Monday of
each month. Minutes of Meetings may be read at the School office.
Information about the School:
For information regarding membership of the Montessori School and subscriptions to the
Montessori School newsletter please send a stamped, self addressed envelope to:
The Secretary, The Montessori School, PO Box 194, Landsdale WA 6065
Telephone: (08) 9409 9151
Facsimile: (08) 9409 1682
Email:
admin@themontessorischool.wa.edu.au
Web:
www.themontessorischool.wa.edu.au
Location: 18 Montessori Place Kingsley WA 6026
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Upcoming Events
September:
Friday 11th September: School Photos
Monday 14th September: Play group open day, 9.15 - 10.15 am
Monday 21st September - Friday 25th September: LS Work Experience
Thursday 24th September: UP Sleepover
Friday 25th September: Picnic with parents and the last day of term
October:
Monday 12th October: Pupil free day
Tuesday 13th October: Students return to school
Friday 16th October: Poverty Day
Monday 19th October: Open Day
Thursday 22nd October: IB School Farewell
Monday 26th October: Discussion Night, ‘Story of writing and story of numbers’
Tuesday 27th October - Thursday 12th November: IB Exams
Friday 13th November: Quiz night
Friday 20th November: PPSC Disco
Friday 27th November: IB Graduation
Wednesday 16th December: Last day of term for students, EOY celebrations
Please note, the above dates are subject to change, any changes to these events will be
communicated to you by email and updated on our website.

Term Dates 2020
Term 3, 2020
Students start Term 3

-

Monday 27th July, 2020

Last day of Term 3

-

Friday 25th September, 2020

No Student Free Days in Term 3

Term 4, 2020
Students start Term 4

-

Tuesday 13th October, 2020

Last day of Term 4

-

Wednesday 16th December, 2020

Student Free Days in Term 4: Monday 12th October and Monday 16th November, 2020.
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Pre-Primary 1
Welcome back to our families, the weather has started to
change with lots of children choosing to work on window
washing outside, raking leaves and watering plants, as well
as some of their favourite jobs inside the classroom. We
have also been working on our Pre-primary bush walk
invitations in our classroom and hope many of you are able
to come and walk with us. It is a chance for us to all walk
together around the firebreak, to observe seasonal changes,
as well as to observe the Micro-Bat boxes. With the warmer
weather, we have even had a few days of being able to enjoy
picnic lunches outside, such a great reason for a whole class
lunch date.

The children began this term exploring the Earth for our
topic and this has led to lots of interesting talks about how
the Earth is a rocky planet with many layers. The children
have been keen to learn about the core, mantle, inner core
and outer core and this has been a point of interest, as some
children have even had an opportunity to make a clay model
of the layers inside the earth. It is always a pleasure when
the earth model is cut to reveal the layers inside and to think
of all those layers inside the earth. It is always a wonderful
moment for the children to gather and look at each of those
layers as they are cut away and revealed.

Our study of the earth, has lead to us reading the Story of the
Universe and looking at how the galaxies, stars and solar
system are described in the story. The children really enjoyed
the story and were able to then create their own interpretation
of a moment in the story by using coloured crepe paper on
matt black paper to imagine what the hot ball of fire might
have looked like amongst the empty darkness. It is always a joy
to see how they create an artwork constructed from their own
imagination, as they explain to each other what their artwork
is about.

With our study of the earth we have been investigating
different rocks and fossils, with some children bringing in their
own fossils to show the class and with some trying to
remember the names of which type of fossil each one might
be. A great introduction into our fossils study! We were then
able to look at different types of rocks, crystals and precious
stones. Our gem research has been a job of choice for our
older children, as they can choose from the precious gems
available on the research table or bring in a gem from home to
research.
It has been such a lovely continuation into the school year as
we explore many of the beautifully prepared Montessori
materials in our classroom, as well as the children enjoying the
opportunities throughout the day, to choose jobs that they can
work on, alongside their friends.
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Pre-Primary 2
It has been lovely to welcome everyone back this term
and indeed it has been lovely for me to see all the
children again following my leave and the three-week
holiday break…They have all grown so much! This term
in science, we have been focusing on human biology
including all the parts of the body and body systems.
We started this by drawing around a happy volunteer in
the room and then we worked through labelling all the
parts. All the children had an opportunity for us to draw
around them and label their own drawings if they chose
to, and many took up the opportunity. While working
through the systems of the body, we have been reading
about and discussing what each of the systems do and
what we need in order to have healthy bodies such as
nutritious food, exercise and sleep. The children really
enjoyed learning about the skeletal system and of
course Mr Bones had to pay a visit to the classroom.
Once a child had completed the parts of the skeletal
system on the mat, they also had the opportunity to
label all the bones on Mr Bones using their new
knowledge of the names of the bones. They found that
there were indeed a lot of bones with a lot of funny
names especially the humerus bone!

This term we are also concentrating on Australasia in
HASS and culture/geography. The children were asked to
produce some art work for the school’s art exhibition,
and as we have been focusing on Australia, we decided to
walk the bushland around the school and gather some
native plant and flowers.

We identified the plants and flowers gathered and
made an arrangement once back in the classroom. The
children then used oil pastels to do their own drawings
of the plant arrangement and then wash paint over
them using the Australian yellow and red earthy tones.
It was fantastic to see that even though they were all
using the arrangement as inspiration, each art piece was
different and individual.
Many of the children have brought in lemons and
oranges this term, keen to cut and juice them, to
prepare a fresh drink for their peers.
What a wonderful way to practice, peeling, chopping,
juicing and serving. Last week two of our older children
were keen to make fruit punch to serve at lunchtime
and everyone decided to get in on the action. In no time
they had prepared themselves on their chairs by the
kitchen, ready to have their turn to help.

The girls did a great job at including each child and
directing them in turn to wash their hands and have a
small turn to prepare or squeeze the fruit. This was all
achieved with very little adult direction and in the very
words of Maria Montessori…
“The greatest sign of success for a teacher
is to be able to say, “The children are now
working as if I did not exist. ”
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Pre-Primary 3
A warm welcome back to all our families and a very
special welcome to our three new students and their
families. The children were very excited and
re-energised to return to school after their three week
break. They were all very eager to jump straight back
into work and also to take their new classmates under
their wings. This term we are focusing our science
studies on Human Anatomy and our geography studies
on the world’s oceans and landforms . We are also
focusing on having super fun for my last term with the
children.

So far the children have been very excited to learn
about each system of our bodies. We began by naming
each body part and identifying its purpose. As a group
we then traced around one of the children to create a
life size drawing and labelled each part, the children
then decided to call the drawing frank. As he did have a
slight resemblance to Frankenstein, once coloured in!
After spending a week drawing and naming our body
parts we focused our studies on the skeleton. Our dear
friend Mr. Bones became a resident of our classroom
and the children were enthusiastic to learn all of the
names of the bones. However, the body system they
were most excited to learn about was the digestive
system… you can imagine why!

As previously mentioned we focused part of our
geography studies on the world’s oceans. The children
truly enjoyed this topic. We concentrated a great deal
on the oceans locations and also on the four ocean
zones. The children were fascinated at some of the
marine life that can be found in each zone. To engross
the children’s interest even more each day we watched
a small snippet from the mini-series; The Magical Land
of Oz narrated by Barry Humphries.

To celebrate Maria Montessori’s 150th Birthday on
August 31st, the school will be having an Art
Exhibition, as a group we decided our art would be
focused on marine life. The children chose to create
octopus, fish and jellyfish, using plates, colourful
paper, paint, wool and googly eyes! We hope you
enjoy viewing their beautiful creations.
Moving towards the end of the term, we will be
focusing more of our Geography studies on natural
landforms. The children tend to enjoy these lessons
as water is added to the landform models to show a
smaller representation. To extend our knowledge we
will be taking a look at where these landforms are
located in Australia.
Also this term we shall be participating in our school
picnic on the last day of term. The children are very
much looking forward to their families joining us so
please pop it into your diaries!
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Lower Primary 1
The children collaborate on an ongoing annual project
between Lower Primary and Upper Primary where they
make a blanket using looms, and donate it to an age care
home. This tradition has been ongoing for seven years.
It changed slightly this year due to Covid, as the children
were unable to go to the care home to gift the blanket to
the residents. Instead a representative came to the
school. She was taken by the children and their tranquil
environment. She expressed a sincere interest to bring
some of the residents back to meet the children. We
look forward to their visit and demonstrating how to use
the looms. Ian and Des were given a 'lesson" and are
now competent loomers.

The puppet play was a great success and the children
enjoyed watching others’ performances.
The plays were also recorded on the iPad and edited in
an iMovie, giving children an opportunity to watch
back their own performances. Some children
expressed an interest to create their own movies
which is certainly something to look forward to.
The students from Lower Secondary are now reading to
the students in Lower Primary on a weekly basis. The
older students introduce the books to the children and
after they have read them, they discuss the illustrations
and the story itself.
It is a delight to watch how much joy they are all getting
from this unique experience and how effortlessly the
age groups engage with each
other.

In German, the children have been learning how to
introduce themselves and describing their likes and
dislikes (with a focus on colours, fruit and vegetables) to
each other. The classroom also saw the addition of our
home made Kasperltheater (puppet show) which was
decorated by all children in their favourite
colours.
The children spent time writing and rehearsing scripts to
introduce the sock puppets they had created at the
beginning of the year. At the end of the term, they put
on a small sock puppet play to their classmates. Some
children found this a novel idea and showed great
enthusiasm from the start, while others had to muster
up the courage to speak in front of their peers and
teachers (in German), and they were proud of
themselves when they did so.

This term the students were paid a visit by a
professional story-teller, Rebecca Flanagan, who is also
a trained opera singer and early childhood
teacher. Rebecca took the students on a journey using
music and movement using the story of The Billy Goats
Gruff. She also used the story to highlight what
friendship and co-operation look like and engaged the
children in thought provoking questions on how to
empathise and take care of people around them.
It was very entertaining, hands on and the children
were captivated from start to finish.
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Lower Primary 2
LP2 have begun this term with much excitement as we
have welcomed some new class friends in Emmerson,
Azaiah, Coco, Cookies and Bruce. The last three being our
new fish who were very kindly donated to the class by
the Henderson Family. We thank them so much for
bringing such joy to the room. Where else would you
hear children becoming excited because ‘Bruce is out,
Bruce is out!’, he lives in a house in the tank and doesn’t
get out much. The children were so excited to see the
fish, a lot of fish watching happened on day one back. It
is such a great addition to the room and leads to many
different aspects of what we do each day, caring for each
other, how much food do they need and they have been
drawn a few times as well.
At the end of last term we launched some very simple
Rockets that we made using a very simple launcher and
wow, what a launch we had both LP 1 and 2 were joined
by PP3 and spent the afternoon launching our rockets
into orbit, One of these rockets has only just returned to
land as it has been stuck up a tree for around 7 weeks.

We have also welcomed the Lower Secondary students
to our room on Wednesday mornings as some of their
children take some time to come over to read to our
children. It has led to much laughter and further
excitement about reading, which is fantastic to watch.

To add to this, we also welcomed in Rebecca who led .
the children on a trip with the Billy Goats Gruff as part
of our incursion, we all joined in as we crossed the
bridge to safety. We banged drums, sang songs and
danced our way through the story, which was so much
fun for us all (yes me included). All of this fits really
nicely to our learning about the Story of Writing as part
of our end year production.
At sport we have a slight focus on ball skills and soccer
in particular. We have tried to vary the games we play
to encourage full engagement from everyone and so far,
it has been working well. The children have all joined in
and it has been exciting to see them engage so well in
the games we play. Last term we tried Tennis with them
all and they all demonstrated good coordination and
maybe the next Australian Open champion is amongst
us?

We would also like to extend a big thank you to those of
you who came into the class and saw some of the
Geography materials on display. It is always great to see
you all and be able to help you understand some of
what we do in class. The children took pride it putting
some of the work out for you.
Many thanks to you all.
Best wishes
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Upper Primary

Upper Primary children as a whole started Term 3 with
enthusiasm! We were delighted to have the children back and
immediately settling in to their school day, using their planners
to set up their learning and using some time management.
We welcomed another student, Emma, who joined our older
students and has assimilated well into our class.

Geometry has been the focus for Maths this term, with the
children having lessons on parts of a line and angle, different
types of angles and the use of a protractor. They have been
identifying different lines and angles in the classroom and
building models which illustrate the different terms which they
are learning.

As part of their History studies, at the end of Term 2, they read
fiction and non-fiction books about a famous person. They
researched facts about their subject, and made models with
clothes from that time period, or drew illustrations with
descriptions. Finally, they all made an oral presentation to
their group. Although public speaking can be daunting for
some, they all had a try and overall did extremely well!

The children continue to enjoy German, becoming familiar with
more German vocabulary, starting this term with drawing and
identifying all the rooms in their house with the German
words. In Technology the children have been accessing Teams
and have watched a tutorial about Cyber Safety, which is part
of our Child Safe Curriculum.
Apart from all the academic subjects, there has been a lot of
fun too, with our new piano in the classroom, the children are
practising their playing at lunchtimes and have been really
excited about the Soccer Clinics which they attend on our Oval
each Thursday morning!
In Term 3 we are taking a closer look at Biomes (ecosystems),
and the interrelationships between plants, animals, people and
the environment. The biome boxes are a wonderful piece of
Montessori equipment, and there is one box for each
continent. The children can explore the different biomes, and
can see how the plants, animals and people have adapted to
each biome. They also look at the various geographical
features of each continent. Using our Landforms materials, the
children have learnt to identify different landforms on a globe
or using an atlas. Geography material, like all materials in the
prepared environment, are used for other areas of the
curriculum such as Language and Great Work projects. This
illustrates perfectly Montessori’s Cosmic Education: ”the
fundamental principle in education is correlation of all
subjects, and their centralisation in the cosmic plan.”
Maria Montessori, To Educate the Human Potential, p. 82.
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Lower Secondary
Our classroom is a place of humming activity this term. We
have begun with rehearsals of the play students have been
devising last term. It is a product of their thoughts on the
Covid-19 pandemic and the impact artificial intelligence
could have in treating/coping with a future pandemic.
One Micro-Economy group is busy building a futuristic
dystopian set with Rainer. The performance of “Hello me in
the future, everything is going to be alright…” will be on
September 18 at 7 pm. Save the date and bring friends.
Tickets will be available in the coming weeks.

LS students have begun to read in LP twice a week. Students
had a lesson on how to introduce a book and what king of
guiding questions are good to ask to engage the children.
It is heart-warming to see how the children huddle around
the students and look forward to those sessions.

The LS students equally benefit by practising their public
speaking skills as well as their own reading fluency. Multi-age
learning at its best.
Our first farm day went really well and gave the student a
great insight in the potentials and scope of projects possible.
We spent the morning with an introduction to the place and
brainstorming projects. The kitchen group did a fantastic job
and the menu ‘bangers and mash’ was fitting for the wintery
temperatures.

When reflecting on their first visit, many students agreed that
they particularly enjoyed having their afternoon lessons on the
farm. LS students, who are currently looking at ecosystem and
food webs as part of their biology studies, did a
real-life example on the farm. The Pre-IBs who are currently
doing civics studies discussed the three levels of government
and the voting system in Australia in the barn surrounded by
lambs.

We had several excursions and more are planned. The Pre-IBs
are particularly spoiled with amazing opportunities. They
joined the IB students to help and do maintenance on a stretch
of the Bibbulmun track that the school had adopted and has
cared for many years. They are also visiting the Harry Perkins
Institute of Medical Research as part of their science studies.
The whole class will attend a workshop by the Theatre
Response Group which is this year hosted by the Beehive
Montessori. The workshop will explore important issues
around personal identity and prejudice, aggression and
bullying in regard to LGBTQI+, and it is great that the students

can discuss the topics with other Montessori adolescents.
We have discussed methods to increase accountability and
ownership in the students’ academic progress. One way to
achieve this is by learning exhibition. The Lower Secondary are
inviting the school community to view their portfolios and
exhibits
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International Baccalaureate

This term, the IB Y12 students are in the process of completing their internal assessments. It is a very busy time for all
IB students; while the Y12 students are finalising their internal assessments (IAs) in each subject and are preparing
for their final examinations, the Y11 students have settled very well into their studies and are studying for their first
practice or ‘mock’ exams, which coincide with the final IB examinations, which fall between 26 th October and 12th
November 2020.

While the Y12 students are on the home stretch and busy finalising assessments, our Y11 students are very busy preparing the inaugural Art Exhibition which will be held on 31 st August in honour of Maria Montessori’s 150th birthday.
We are very excited about the experience of organising the exhibition and curating the beautiful art work every classroom has contributed so far. Thank you to the school community for all your hard work with making this art exhibition possible. We, the Y11 students and I, also have Harmony Day 2020 in the back of our mind and are still hopeful
that we can find a date later this year, perhaps in term 4 for our much-loved Harmony Day, when we celebrate tolerance and open-mindedness towards the diversity of cultures and cultural backgrounds we are fortunate enough to
enjoy at our school.

As the Y12 students are also in the process of planning their future endeavours and enrolling in tertiary institutions,
the students took part in a TISC (Tertiary Institute Service Centre) incursion. The TISC representative explained different pathways into university - particularly changes for 2021 applicants from COVID-affected areas and schools -, the
university application process and also mentioned pathways and entries into university. The students found this a
very valuable experience and both, Y1 and Y2 students, benefitted from the incursion.
Our IB Geography and ToK teacher Jaromir organised a day excursion on Friday 7 th August 2020 to a certain section
of the Bibbulmun track for some maintenance work which the school has volunteered to look after. Please see
overleaf for more information about the excursion.

Katherina Stillitano - IB Co-ordinator.
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International Baccalaureate
The vote took place in late 2009 in the Y11 IB Geography class, and the result was almost unanimous: the students
decided to adopt as maintenance volunteers a section of the Bibbulmun Track (“The Bib”), one of the less known but
at the same time one of the most spectacular attractions of our state.
The track winds its way, a whopping 965 km from Kalamunda in the Hills near us, to Albany on the southern coast.
Across countless peaks and valleys, through the jarrah and marri forests, past the karri giants of Pemberton and
Walpole, and along the lonely but spectacular cliffs and beaches of the South, “The Bib” is a proud member of the
world unique club of long distance walk trails.
The Bibbulmun, just like an impossibly long chain, is made up by track sections, each housing a shelter/campsite for
an overnight stay. One of these campsites, Gringer Creek, on the track’s 136th km, along with about 10 km pathway,
has become our biannual destination. Our main obligation has been pruning the vegetation that encroaches onto the
trail, checking the track markings, making sure that the shelter and the campsite are in order, but also clearing the
litter that (sadly) steadily accumulates at North Bannister Roadhouse. However, the maintenance is only a part of the
experience. Just being there, with the people who we may know very well but who are now a bit different – far from
the daily routine, in the “middle of nowhere”, surrounded by the ever-green bush, and (during overnight stays)
dreamlike sky that has now far more stars than we ever counted.
It is encouraging, but not surprising, that more than a decade after our first student group decided to adopt the Bibbulmun track, our current oldest students are willing to put their hands up for a trip down to Gringer Creek. Below
are photos, recent and more distant. It is my regret that I was not diligent enough to take photos of every year.
Finally, I would like to use this opportunity to thank all parents and staff volunteers, whose company on the track
made it possible to continue this fantastic project.
Jaromir Kulir
A card game during our first
overnight stay, 2010.

Watching a wedge tail eagle on the Boonering Hill in
2011.
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International Baccalaureate
The happy campers of 2013.

The rubbish collectors of 2019.

The group of 2020.
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Resignations:

Resignations must be received during the term prior to the child’s last term at school, and must be in
writing.

Dress:

We advise loose, comfortable and practical clothing that enables the child to undertake the full range of
possible activities. Shoes are not worn inside the school by pre-primary or primary children. The use of
soft slippers is advised. Long hair should be worn tied back. The Montessori School encourages the use
of protective clothing and sunscreen for all outdoor activity. We maintain a year-round “No Hat—No
Play” policy.

Insurance:

Pre-Primary and Primary school hours are from 8.40am to 3.00pm, Lower Secondary from 8.40am to
3.15pm . The school’s responsibility for the children is from 8.30am, when the child has been formally
brought to the teacher’s care, until 3.15pm or when the child has been formally returned to the care of
the parent. Staff are not available to supervise the school’s playground after 3.00pm. For that reason
children are not permitted to play in the school playground after 3.00pm.

Lunches:

Wholesome lunches are encouraged in the school. Students are requested to take home any food that
they cannot eat. The school aims to provide a safe and supportive environment for students at risk of
anaphylaxis. Parents are requested to assist by not sending any nuts or foods containing nuts to school.

Absences:

Parents should notify the school office of the absence of the student as soon as possible. Notification of
extended absence, for reason other than illness, should be made in writing. An acceptable reason must
accompany the absence notification.

Late Arrival /
Early
Departure

In order to maintain accurate attendance records, the School is required to record
students who arrive late and or depart early. Students arriving at school after 8.40am
must report to the Office, sign the Late Register and pick up a Late Pass.
If a student needs to leave school early, parents / students must proceed to the Office
first, sign the Early Departure register and receive an Early Departure card which is given to the teacher.

Books:

Books which are the property of the school may be borrowed. Books must be returned to the school
the following day, to be available at school, and must be carried in a cloth book-bag.

Television:

Parents are reminded that research into child development indicates that TV does not contribute to
the development of the child. It is recommended that TV-watching is kept to as little as possible for as
long as possible.

Medication:

As a rule, medications are not to be brought into the school. Should special circumstances arise to
make it necessary, parents must first discuss the matter with the Principal and complete an
authorisation form. Parents will be contacted to pick up children who are sick at school. If parents
cannot be contacted medical advice will be sought on their behalf, if necessary.

Head Lice:

The school follows the Health Department recommendations on the treatment of Head Lice, and
undertakes Synchronised Head Lice checks as part of the Head Lice Management Program.

Report Books:

Report books are a record, by parents and teachers, of the child’s development from birth to when he/
she leaves Montessori. Report books are available to parents on request, at mutually convenient times.

Contact with

Teachers are available to talk to parents before school between 8.15am and 8.30am and after school
between 3.15pm and 3.30pm by appointment.

Teachers:
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