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ACADEMIC HONESTY POLICY
Alleged Malpractice in Assessment Pieces or Examinations
The school defines malpractice, or cheating, as ‘dishonest behaviour by a student that given
them an unfair advantage over others’.
Allegations of plagiarism or other forms of malpractice will be reported to the Diploma
Programme Co-ordinator, who will investigate the matter and, if proven, determine an
appropriate penalty. The award of zero (0) marks may be deemed appropriate.
The outcome in such cases will be conveyed to the parents of the student 1.
Plagiarism defined
IB students are explicitly taught how to acknowledge their sources of information.
Submitting an assessment piece that has been copied from a book, article, CD-ROM or the
internet or from any other student without permission or acknowledgement is plagiarism.
It is unethical and unacceptable for a student to engage in any of the following actions:
• Submit an essay written in whole or part by another student
• Download an essay from the internet, then quote or paraphrase from it, without
acknowledging the original source or obtaining permission to use it
• Restate a phase verbatim from other writer without acknowledging the source
• Paraphrase part of another writer’s work without acknowledging the source with a
citation, footnote or endnote
• Reproduce the substance of another writer’s idea without acknowledging the source
• Cheat on tests through the use of hidden notes, viewing another student’s paper,
revealing the answers on his or her own paper to another student, through verbal
communication, sign language, or other means of storing and communicating
information including electronic devices, recording devices, mobile phones and
laptops.
• Copy another student’s homework and submit the work as if it was his own
• Have another person, for example a parent or tutor, do parts or all of his or her
assessment.

1

Refer to the IBO ‘Academic Honesty’ Diploma Programme Publication (2011)
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Plagiarism Detection and Prevention
There are a number of methods of determining if plagiarism has occurred. These include:
•
•
•

Searching for occurrences of specific sentences or unusual phrases contained within a
suspect assessment using Internet search engines
Searching full text databases for text taken directly from journal articles
Checking students work using plagiarism detection software such as Turnitin. Turnitin
allows students to review their work and provides teachers and students with a tool
for checking integrity of work submitte

Any work submitted by a student may be checked for plagiarism, including through an
electronic system, and will be held for future matching purposes and protection of his or her
work against copying by others.
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